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Timeline: 20th Century 
For New Music Recital II – Revised 4/16/08
	1900
	1910
	1920
	1930
	1940
	1950…





	…1950
	1960
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000




1906 : Dmitri Shostakovich born, St. Petersburg.





1914-1918 : WWI.





1922 : Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) became General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union’s Central Committee.





1907 : Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) introduces cubism.





1914 : Charlie Chaplin’s first appreance as the Little Tramp.





1917 : Russian Revolution of 1917 eventually leading to the establishment of the Soviet Union in 1922.





1933 : Dębica, Poland; Birth of Krzysztof Penderecki.





Late 1930s-1945 : WWII.





Mid 1940s-early 1990 : Cold War.





1953 : Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.





1959 : Scottish composer James MacMillan born, Kilwinning.





1945 : United Nations (UN) formed.





1940-1945 : Winston Churchill’s first term in office as prime minister of the United Kingdom.





1934 : Beginning of Adolf Hitler’s rule in Germany.





1947 : John Adams born, Massachusetts, USA.





1955-1989 : Herbert von Karajan, principal conductor of Berlin Philharmonic.





1958 : Magnus Lindberg born, Helsinki, Finland.





1960s-‘70s : Emergence of minimalism in musical culture.





1960 : ‘Beatles’ captured the attention of the world.





1960s : Liberation theology, a form of Christian socialism predominantly found in  the Catholic Church was formed.  Liberation theology deeply impressed English composer Huw Watkins.





1966 : China’s Cultural Revolution





1970 : Penderecki composed Kosmogonia written for the 25th Anniversary of the United Nations.





1969 : Apollo 11 lands on the moon.  Neil Armstrong take man’s first walk on moon.








1976 : Huw Watkins born, Wales, United Kingdom.





1979 : Coined by Hughues Dufourt, spectral music is a musical movement from France featuring acoustic properties of sound as the model for a composition.  Lindberg used this principal in his compositions. 





1978 : Sony introduces the Walkman.





1972 : Start of the Watergate scandal during the presidency of Richard Nixon, USA.





1983 : CD began to take over vinyl records.





1990 : East and West Germany reunite.





1993 : European Union created.





1987 : Premiere of John Adam’s first opera, Nixon in China.





1995 : Europeans agree on a single currency, the euro.





1998 : Huw Watkins – Coruscation and Reflection for Violin and Piano.





1999 : Krzysztof Penderecki – Sonata for Violin and Piano.





1979 : Magnus Lindberg – Sonatas for Violin and Piano.





1988 : James MacMillan – After the Tryst for Violin and Piano.





1995 : John Adams – Road Movies.





1961 : Berlin wall erected.





1953 : June 17 – National uprising against the East German government and Soviet troops.





1984 : World premiere of Stockhausen’s Helicopter String Quartet.





2001 : September 11, New York, USA.





1928 : George Gershwin’s An American in Paris – New York premiere.





1937 : John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.





1957 : Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim’s musical, West Side Story.





1953 : Ernest Hemingway wins Pulitzer Prize for The Old Man and the Sea.





1960 : Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho.





1962 : Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich.





1902 : Premiere of Claude Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande.





1910 : Arnold Schoenberg writes his Harmonielehre (Theory of Harmony).





1913 : Premiere of  Igor Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring.





1926 : Premiere of Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot.





1929 : Wall Street crash heralds the Great Depression in the USA.





1946 : Internationale Ferienkurse für Neue Musik, Darmstadt, established.





1952 : John Cage’s 4’33” ‘performed’ for the first time.





1959 : Miles Davis records ‘Kind of Blue’ with musicians including John Coltrane.





1963 : Assassination of  U.S. President John F. Kennedy.





1969 : Woodstock Festival, USA features Jimi Hendrix, The Who, The Greatful Dead, Sly and the Family Stone, Janis Joplin and others.





1975 : Vietnam War ends.





1975 : Dmitri Shostakovich dies, Moscow.





1981 : IBM launches Personal Computer.





1981 : MTV debut in the USA.





1997 : Elliot Carter writes his first opera, What Next?, at the age of 89, having first been encouraged to compose by Charles Ives in the 1920s.









